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The Fourth Sunday of Easter
VOCATIONS SUNDAY

Blended Worship

View all our services Live and Recorded on YouTube

Join in from home Live via Zoom
Keep up to date with what’s new via social media
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www.richmondhudswellparish.org.uk
Or speak with Martin, Paul or any of the leadership team

The prayer for The Green Howards Regiment

All

Almighty and most merciful Father,
we give thanks for the service of The Green Howards Regiment
which bore the symbol of your cross
and whose sacrifice is commemorated in our Regimental Chapel.
Today, may your inspiration and protection
be with The Yorkshire Regiment,
that it may protect the weak and vulnerable
and serve the cause of liberty and truth.
We ask this in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Prince of Peace and Saviour of all.
Amen.

Opening Hymn: Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart

1.

2.

3.

386

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart,
be all else but naught to me, save that thou art;
be thou my best thought in the day and the night,
both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light.
Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word,
be thou ever with me, and I with thee, Lord;
be thou my great Father, and I thy true son;
be thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.
Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight;
be thou my whole armour, be thou my true might;
be thou my soul's shelter, be thou my strong tower:
O raise thou me heavenward, great Power of my power.

Opening Hymn: Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart

4.

5.

Riches I heed not, nor man's empty praise:
be thou mine inheritance now and always;
be thou and thou only the first in my heart;
O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art.
High King of heaven, thou heaven's bright Sun,
O grant me its joys after victory is won;
great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all.
[Irish 8th Century tr. Mary Byrne 1880-1931]

The Greeting
All

All

The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Prayer of Preparation

All

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Prayers of Penitence

In baptism we died with Christ,
so that as Christ was raised from the dead,
we might walk in newness of life.
Let us receive new life in him
as we confess our sins in penitence and faith.

Prayers of Penitence

All

All

All

Lord Jesus, you said to your disciples:
‘You have not chosen me, but I have chosen you.’
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, we know that the harvest is plentiful
but the labourers are few.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you appointed us to go and bear fruit
that will last.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Prayers of Penitence

All

May the God of love and power,
forgive you and free you from your sins,
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis

All

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Gloria in Excelsis

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

The Collect

All

Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God,
by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church
is governed and sanctified:
hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful people,
that in their vocation and ministry
they may serve you in holiness and truth
to the glory of your name;
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Readings
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (9:36-43)

Meanwhile Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha,
which in Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of
charity. 37At that time she became ill and died. When they had washed
her, they laid her in a room upstairs. 38Since Lydda was near Joppa, the
disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the
request, ‘Please come to us without delay.’ 39So Peter got up and went
with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Readings
All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other
clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40Peter put all
of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the
body and said, ‘Tabitha, get up.’ Then she opened her eyes, and seeing
Peter, she sat up. 41He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling
the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. 42This became known
throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43Meanwhile he
stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.
All

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Readings
A reading from the book of Revelation (7:9-17)

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could
count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with
palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying,
‘Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the
Lamb!’

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Readings
And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and
the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne
and worshipped God, 12singing,
‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honour
and power and might
be to our God for ever and ever! Amen.’
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, ‘Who are these, robed in
white, and where have they come from?’ 14I said to him, ‘Sir, you are the
one that knows.’ Then he said to me, ‘These are they who have come
out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Readings
For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat;
17 for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’
All

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Hymn: God is Love - let heav’n adore him 442

1

God is Love: let heav'n adore him;
God is Love: let earth rejoice;
let creation sing before him,
and exalt him with one voice.
He who laid the earth's foundation,
he who spread the heav'ns above,
he who breathes through all creation,
he is Love, eternal Love.

Second Hymn: God is Love - let heav’n adore him

2

God is Love: and he enfoldeth
all the world in one embrace;
with unfailing grasp he holdeth
every child of every race.
And when human hearts are breaking
under sorrow's iron rod,
then they find that selfsame aching
deep within the heart of God.

Second Hymn: God is Love - let heav’n adore him

3

God is Love: and though with blindness
sin afflicts the souls of all,
God's eternal loving-kindness
holds and guides us when we fall.
Sin and death and hell shall never
o'er us final triumph gain;
God is Love, so Love for ever
o'er the universe must reign.
[Timothy Rees, 1874-1939]

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Readings
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (10:22-30)
All Glory to you, O Lord.
At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was
winter, 23and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of
Solomon. 24So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, ‘How long
will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us
plainly.’ 25Jesus answered, ‘I have told you, and you do not believe.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Readings
The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; 26but you do not
believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 27My sheep hear my
voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and
they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 29What
my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it
out of the Father’s hand.30The Father and I are one.’
All

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
The Right
Reverend
John Pritchard
Revd
Martin Fletcher

The Creed

All

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

The Creed

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

The Creed

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen

Prayers of Intercession
All

All

Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen

The Peace

All

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said,
‘Peace be with you’.
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord.
Alleluia.
The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Hymn: Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 622

1

Will you come and follow me
if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don’t know
and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown,
will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown
in you and you in me?

Hymn: Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?

2

Will you leave your self behind
if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind
and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare
should your life attract or scare,
will you let me answer prayer
in you and you in me?

Hymn: Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?

3

Will you let the blinded see
if I but call your name?
Will you set the prisoners free
and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean
and do such as this unseen,
and admit to what I mean
in you and you in me?

Hymn: Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?

4

Will you love the ‘you’ you hide
if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside
and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you’ve found
to reshape the world around
through my sight and touch and sound
in you and you in me?

Hymn: Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?

5

Lord, your summons echoes true
when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you
and never be the same.
In your company I’ll go
where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I’ll move and live and grow
in you and you in me.
[John Bell b.1949, & Graham Maule b.1958]

The Preparation of the Table

All

Heavenly Father,
as we set before you these gifts of bread and wine,
bless also the gift of our hearts and minds
as we offer our lives in your service;
for Jesus Christ’s sake.
Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer
All

All
All

The Lord is here.
his Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and good, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks
through your servant Jesus Christ our Lord.
At his baptism he was revealed as your beloved Son
and coming among us as one who serves,
he taught that they are greatest in your kingdom
who make themselves least and the servants of all.

The Eucharistic Prayer
Although he was their teacher and their Lord,
he washed the feet of his disciples,
and commanded us to do the same.
Through your Holy Spirit you bestow upon your people
a rich diversity of gifts and ministries,
and from this royal priesthood
you raise up men and women to proclaim your word,
to care for your people
and to be the stewards of the mysteries of Christ.

The Eucharistic Prayer
You call them to serve the world your Son redeemed
and build up his body, the Church,
to the greater glory of your name.
And so with angels and archangels
and all the heavenly host,
we proclaim your glory
and join their unending hymn of praise:

The Eucharistic Prayer
All

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Accept our praises, heavenly Father,
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,
and as we follow his example and obey his command,
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us his body and his blood;

The Eucharistic Prayer
Who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.

The Eucharistic Prayer

All

Therefore, heavenly Father,
we remember his offering of himself
made once for all upon the cross;
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;
we look for the coming of your kingdom,
and with this bread and this cup
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.
Great is the mystery of faith.
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

The Eucharistic Prayer
Accept through him, our great high priest,
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise,
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts
in the presence of your divine majesty,
renew us by your Spirit,
inspire us with your love
and unite us in the body of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

The Eucharistic Prayer

All

Through him, and with him, and in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,
we worship you, Father almighty,
in songs of everlasting praise:
Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Rejoicing in God’s new creation,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray
All Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
All

All

Lord, we died with you on the cross.
Now we are raised to new life.
We were buried in your tomb.
Now we share in your resurrection.
Live in us, that we may live in you.

Agnus Dei
All

Jesus, Lamb of God,
have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins,
have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world,
grant us peace.

Giving of Communion

All

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Communion Hymn: Make me a channel of your peace 519

1.

2.

Make me a channel of your peace.
Where there is hatred let me bring your love;
where there is injury, your pardon Lord
and where there is doubt true faith in You.
Oh, Master grant that I may never seek
so much to be consoled as to console.
To be understood as to understand
to be loved as to love with all my soul.
Make me a channel of your peace.
Where there is despair in life let me bring hope;
where there is darkness only light;
and where there's sadness ever joy.

Communion Hymn: Make me a channel of your peace 519

3.

Oh, Master grant that I may never seek
so much to be consoled as to console.
To be understood as to understand
to be loved as to love with all my soul.
Make me a channel of your peace
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned
It is in giving to all men that we receive
And in dying that we are born to eternal life
[Sebastian Temple 1928-1997, from St Francis Assisi 1182-1226]

Prayers after Communion

All

Merciful Father,
you gave your Son Jesus Christ to be the good shepherd,
and in his love for us to lay down his life and rise again:
keep us always under his protection,
and give us grace to follow in his steps;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Prayers after Communion
All

Faithful God,
in baptism you have adopted us as your children,
made us members of the body of Christ
and chosen us as inheritors of your kingdom:
we thank you that in this Eucharist
you renew your promises within us,
empower us by your Spirit to witness and to serve,
and send us out as disciples of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Notices

Final Hymn: The church’s one foundation 585

1

The church's one foundation
is Jesus Christ her Lord;
she is his new creation
by water and the word:
from heaven he came and sought her
to be his holy Bride;
with his own blood he bought her,
and for her life he died.

Final Hymn: The church’s one foundation

2

Elect from every nation,
yet one o'er all the earth,
her charter of salvation
one Lord, one faith, one birth;
one holy name she blesses,
partakes one holy food,
and to one hope she presses
with every grace endued.

Final Hymn: The church’s one foundation

3

‘Mid toil and tribulation,
and tumult of her war,
she waits the consummation
of peace for evermore;
till with the vision glorious
her longing eyes are blest,
and the great church victorious
shall be the church at rest.

Final Hymn: The church’s one foundation

4

Yet she on earth hath union
with God the Three in One,
and mystic sweet communion
with those whose rest is won:
O happy ones and holy!
Lord, give us grace that we,
like them, the meek and lowly,
on high may dwell with thee.
[S.J.Stone, 1839-1900]

Blessing

All

All

May the boldness of the Spirit transform you,
may the gentleness of the Spirit lead you,
may the gifts of the Spirit equip you
to serve and worship God;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.
Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.
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