Opening Hymn: Hail To The Lord’s Anointed

1

Hail to the Lord's Anointed,
David's greater Son!
Hail in the time appointed,
his reign on earth begun!
He comes to break oppression,
to set the captive free;
to take away transgression,
and rule in equity.
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He comes with succour speedy
to those who suffer wrong;
to help the poor and needy,
and bid the weak be strong;
to give them songs for sighing,
their darkness turn to light,
whose souls, condemned and dying,
are precious in his sight.
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He shall come down like showers
upon the fruitful earth;
love, joy, and hope like flowers,
spring in his path to birth.
Before him on the mountains,
shall peace, the herald, go,
and righteousness, in fountains,
from hill to valley flow.
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Kings shall bow down before him,
and gold and incense bring;
all nations shall adore him,
his praise all people sing:
to him shall prayer unceasing
and daily vows ascend;
his kingdom still increasing,
a kingdom without end.
Psalm 72
James Montgomery (1771-1854)

The Collect
Let us pray.

All

Heavenly Father,
at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son:
may we recognize him as our Lord
and know ourselves to be your beloved children;
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Readings
A reading from the book of the prophet Genesis (1:1–5, NRSV).
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the
earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep,
while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God
said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light. 4And God saw that the
light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was
evening and there was morning, the first day.
All

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (19:1-7, NRSV).
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the inland regions
and came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to
them, ‘Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?’
They replied, ‘No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy
Spirit.’ 3Then he said, ‘Into what then were you baptized?’ They
answered, ‘Into John’s baptism.’ 4Paul said, ‘John baptized with the
baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who
was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.’
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Readings
On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord
Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came
upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied— 7altogether
there were about twelve of them.
All

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Gospel Reading
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark
All Glory to you, O Lord.
4John

(1:4-11, NRSV).

the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole
Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to
him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their
sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt
around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.
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Gospel Reading
7He

proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming after
me; 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit.’
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by
John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he
saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on
him. 11And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved;
with you I am well pleased.’
All

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ

Prayer after Communion

Lord of all time and eternity,
you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father
in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son:
by the power of your Spirit
complete the heavenly work of our rebirth
through the waters of the new creation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All

Amen.
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I bind unto myself today
the strong name of the Trinity,
by invocation of the same,
the Three in One, and One in Three.

2

I bind unto myself today
the virtues of the star-lit heaven,
the glorious sun's life-giving ray,
the whiteness of the moon at even,
the flashing of the lightning free,
the whirling wind's tempestuous shocks,
the stable earth, the deep salt sea
around the old eternal rocks.
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I bind unto myself today
the power of God to hold and lead,
his eye to watch, his might to stay,
his ear to hearken to my need;
the wisdom of my God to teach,
his hand to guide, his shield to ward,
the word of God to give me speech,
his heavenly host to be my guard.
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.

Christ be with me, Christ within me,
Christ behind me, Christ before me,
Christ beside me, Christ to win me,
Christ to comfort and restore me.
Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger,
Christ in hearts of all that love me,
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger.
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I bind unto myself the name,
the strong name of the Trinity,
by invocation of the same,
the Three in One, and One in Three,
of whom all nature hath creation,
eternal Father, Spirit, Word.
Praise to the Lord of my salvation:
salvation is of Christ the Lord.
St Patrick (372-466)
Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895)

