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(Exodus34:29-35;2Corinthians3:12–4:2;Luke9:28b-36)

Well,lastFridayitwasStDavid’sday.Wesawevidenceofahealthykindof
nationalpride–strengthenednodoubtbylastweekend’sresultintheSix
NationsclashbetweenWalesandEngland.Walesarecurrentlysittingpretty
atthetopofthetable,lookingdownontheirneighbours–whoareallbeing
proppedup(asusual!)byItaly.

Whetheritisfrom thetopofatable,thetopofabuilding,orthetopofa
mountain,thereissomethingspecialabouttheviewfrom avantagepoint.A
recurringthemeintheBibleisthatitisontopofamountainthatonecanfeel
closertoGod.Wesawthatinourfirstreadingtoday.Moses’encounterwith
GodonMountSinaimadehisfaceshine–callingtomindthosewonderful
wordsfrom whatweknow asAaron’sblessing:‘…TheLordmakehisface
shineuponyouandbegracioustoyou;theLordliftupthelightofhis
countenanceuponyou…’.Asthepsalmistsays,‘InGod’slightweseelight’.

Anditwasonthetopofanothermountain,thoughttobeMountTabor,that
ourgospelaccountoftheTransfigurationtookplace.Thistime,Jesus’face
shone,revealinghisglory,anditisnoaccidentthatinthelectionarythis
readingischosenespeciallyfortoday:theSundaybeforethebeginningof
Lent.Whilsttheaccountweheard,from Luke’sgospel,isverysimilarin
MatthewandMarkitisMatthewwhospellsouttousthat‘From thattimeon,
Jesusbegantoshow hisdisciplesthathemustgotoJerusalem ...andbe
killed,andonthethirddayberaised’.Lukemeanwhileusesthispoignant
phrase,‘From thattimeonhesethisfacetogotoJerusalem’.

Yousee,itwasthatsamefacethathadfirstbeenTransfiguredonthe
mountain:aGod-givenglimpseofJesus’futureglory:glorythatcouldonly
comethroughsuffering.

Now whilstwemightquestionwhythereissomuchsufferingintheworld,
mostofitunjustofcourse,wedoknow thatitwasnecessaryforJesusto
suffer.Lentis the season we enterin to thatsuffering ofJesus,that
‘redemptivesuffering’whichwecallhisPassion.Wewalkwithhim fora
season,aswelearnagainthattherewasandisnolimittohisself-givinglove
forus.So,beforewebeginourwalkwithJesusthroughLent,‘itisgoodforus’
tohearagainabouttheglorythatwouldcomethroughhissuffering.

ButinthinkingwhyitwasnecessaryforJesustosuffertherearesomewho
saythathewillinglytookuponhimselfthepunishmentwhichoursinful
naturedeserves.OtherscannotseeGodasbeingvengefulbynature.They
preferrathertoseeJesus’deathonacrossastheultimateproof,asI
indicatedearlier,thattherewasandisnolimittohisself-givingloveforus.

IhopeyoucantellwhichsideofthefenceIam onhere!Andthisconviction



wasreinforcedtheotherdaywhenIheardapriestmovinglytellthestoryof
hisownfaithjourney,hisownpilgrimage.

Thispriest,nowinhismid-sixtieshasbeeninministryinBradfordformany
years.Heinitiallycameacrosstousasconfident,indeed,asabitofa
‘showman’!Butherevealedthatallhislifehehadsufferedfrom depression,
withaninnervoiceconstantlytellinghim hewasnogood,thathewasfailing
tomeasureup.Healsosaidthatonedayhecametorealisethatthisvoice
couldneverbe‘ofGod’–foraGodoflovewouldneversaysuchathingto
oneofhisbelovedchildren.Oncethepriesthadrealisedthishefeltbetter
abletocopewhenthenextonslaughtcame.

Soaswepreparetoenterintoasustainedreflectionontheredemptive
sufferingofourrisenandascendedSaviour,letusneverlosesightofhis
glory.Thatgloryisgraphicallyportrayedatthecentreofourbeautifuleast
window.Immediatelybelow,isthecentralimageofourreredos:Christonthe
cross.Thiscontrastsurelyshowsusthatanysufferingcanberedeemedby
theGodoflove.SoinpreparingforourjourneythroughLent,maywenever
losesightofGod’sgenerousinvitationtoeachofustoshareinthegloryof
ourrisenandascendedLord.

IbeganbymentioningStDavid,whosefeastdaywasFriday.Lesswell-known
isStChadwhosefeastdaywasyesterday.Heevangelisedthevastcentral
regionofEnglandonceknownasMercia,andthemagnificentcathedralat
Lichfieldisdedicatedtohim.Chadisalsolinkedtotheseparts,havingbeen
educatedunderAidanatLindisfarne– andhavingsucceededhisbrother
CeddasAbbotofLastingham inRyedale.

CeddmeanwhilehadevangelisedEastAngliaandisverymuchthe‘patron
saint’ofEssex.HavingspentsixhappyyearsthereIcanassureyouthat
Essexisnotflatandboring–andthatitismuchdrierthanhere!Indeed,the
localRoyalHorticulturalSocietyGardensnearChelmsford feature many
plantswhichthriveindesertconditions.

Canyouseewherethisisgoing?Today,wearelookingaheadtoLent,the
season werememberJesus’fortydaysin thedesert.Thisimmediately
followedhisbaptism –whenaswiththeTransfigurationavoicecamefrom
heaven,thistimedeclaring‘YouaremySon,theBeloved;withyouIam well
pleased’.

Jesus’fortydaysinthewildernesswashistimeofpreparationforhispublic
ministry,butitwasathisbaptism thathefinallyknew himselftobecalled
andequippedasGod’sbelovedSon.

Atourbaptism wetoobecomeGod’schildren,his‘beloved’inwhom heis
wellpleased–andthisverymuchincludesourpriestfrom Bradford,andyou
andme!Atourbaptism wetooreceiveourcommissionasChristiansto



follow theexampleofourLordandinourturnto‘makedisciplesofthe
nations’.Solet’susethenextfortydaystogrowinourknowledgeandloveof
God,andtobecomebetterpreparedfortheparticularform ofministryto
whichGodhascalledus,byname.

Perhapswecouldstartbystayingonfortoday’sBaptism Service,atwhichwe
willbewelcomingfourcandidates;fournewmembersofChrist’sChurch;four
fellow pilgrimsonthejourneyoffaith.Itwouldbelovelytowelcomethem
andtheirfamiliesintothe‘householdoffaith’.Aswesayintheseparts,allare
welcome.

ThanksbetoGod.Amen.


