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‘IftheydonotlistentoMosesandtheprophets,neitherwilltheybeconvinced
evenifsomeonerisesfrom thedead’.ThosewordsofJesushithome,don’t
they?AndjustaswecelebratetheresurrectionofJesusatEastersoeach
Sundayisanaffirmationofthatsamecelebration:weproclaim thatweare
convincedthatJesuslives,andathisinvitationweareunitedwithhim in
breadandwine.Crucially,attheendofourworshipwearesentoutto‘love
and serve the Lord’,inviting others through word and deed to become
similarlyconvinced.

Nowtheoverallthemeofourreadingstodayishowwe‘own’thegoodthings
Godhasgivenus.It’safittingthemeasweprepareforourHarvestFestival
nextweek,andthenforthinkingaboutallthatStewardshipmeanstheweek
after.

This heightened awareness of‘ownership’and ‘sharing’is partofwhat
shapesourvalues,andasChristianswearecalledtoliveoutagenerousset
ofvalues,reflectingthegenerousloveofGodforallpeople.

YouwillbeawarethatthisweektheChurchofEnglandbishopsissuedajoint
statement,callingforrespectonallsidesamidgrowingacrimonyoverthe
debateonBritain’swithdrawalfrom theEU.Thestatementincludesthese
points:

‘Inthelastfew days,theuseoflanguage,bothindebatesandoutside
Parliament,hasbeenunacceptable.

‘Weshouldspeaktootherswithrespect.Andweshouldalsolisten.We
shoulddothisespeciallywiththepoor,withthemarginalised,andwiththose
whosevoicesareoftennotheardinournationalconversation.Weshouldnot
denigrate,patroniseorignorethehonestviewsoffellowcitizens,butseekto
respecttheiropinions,theirparticipationinsociety,andtheirvotes.

‘The teachingsofJesusChristcallforusto be generousand humble
servants;virtueswhichareforallleaders,whatevertheirfaith.

‘OurconcernisalsoforthestructureandtheconstitutionoftheUnited
Kingdom.TousethewordsofJesus,wemustrenew thestructuresthat
enableusto“loveoneanother”.Changestoourprinciplesandvaluesof
government, if necessary, should be through careful planning and
consultation.

‘Itiseasytodescendintodivisionandabuse–climbingoutandfindingunity
again takes farlonger.Furtherentrenching ourdivisions,whetherfrom



uncertaintyorfrom partisanship,is notworthyofourcountrynorthe
leadershipwenow need.Weareabodythatunderstandsfrom ourown
experiencethedangersofdivision.Itisourview andmostsolemnwarning
thatwemustfindbetterwaysofacting.’

ItisgoodtoseethenationalChurch,throughthebishops,takinganactive,
propheticpartinournationallifeatthisturbulenttime.Asfellow members
withthem ofthesameChurchourwordsandactionsmustseektoheal
divisionaswe,toquotetheOldTestamentprophetMicahendeavourto,‘do
justly,lovemercy,andwalkhumblywithourGod’.

Formanyofus,animportantpartoflifewhichbringspeopletogetherissport.
Rightnow,wehavetwoworldclasseventstakingplace:therugbyworldcup
in Japan and the cycling world championships in Yorkshire!Rugby –
traditionallydescribedasa‘‘thugs’gameplayedbygentlemen’’doesagood
jobatpromotingafriendlyrivalry–andrespectforauthorityandopponent
alike.Perhapsunexpectedly,italsothrowsupoccasionalnuggetsofwisdom,
likethisstatementfrom EddieJones,England’scoach:‘pressureonlycomes
from notknowingwhatyou’redoing’.

Ilikethatidea.AsChristians,weshouldknowwhatwe’redoing:we’vebeen
givenalltheaffirmation,alltheteaching–allthecoaching–weneedtobe
abletohandleanysituation;toknowhowtoconductourselves.

Andcycling?Iwonderwhatthefirstthingisthatyouthinkofwhenyou
considerthatsport.Notthedeceptionofpastdopingscandals,Ihope,but
ratherthatitisverymuchateam game–andthatitwasthissportthat
provedtoustheeffectivenessofpursuing‘marginalgains’.

Marginalgains – the combination oftiny improvements,each oflittle
consequenceinthemselves,butwhichtakentogethermakeasignificant
difference,canteachushowtogrowintheChristianlife.

Eachday,weaim tobecomebetterdisciplesaswetryto‘walkhumblywith
God’.Andasweconsiderhow we‘own’thegoodthingsGodhasgivenus,
howweliveoutageneroussetofvalueswhichreflectthegenerousloveof
Godforallpeople,wemightcalltomindthatbeautifullysimpleprayerof
SaintRichardofChichester:

‘Thanksbetothee,myLordJesusChrist,
forallthebenefitsthouhastgivenme,
forallthepainsandinsultsthouhastborneforme.
Omostmercifulredeemer,friendandbrother,
mayIknowtheemoreclearly,
lovetheemoredearly,
andfollowtheemorenearly,daybyday.
Amen.



Today,thetwenty-ninthofSeptember,isthefestivalofStMichaelandAll
Angels.Michaelisanimportantsainttothisparishandbenefice,beingthe
patronsaintofourchurchesinHudswellandDownholme.

ThenameMichaelmeans‘whoislikeGod’.Asweseek,daybyday,togrow
evermoreChrist-like,wecanbeassuredofGod’sguidanceandprotectionas
expressedbythespecialCollectforthisday:

EverlastingGod,
youhaveordainedandconstitutedtheministriesofangelsandmortalsin

awonderfulorder:
grantthatasyourholyangelsalwaysserveyouinheaven,
so,atyourcommand,
theymayhelpanddefendusonearth;
throughJesusChristourLord.

ThanksbetoGod.Amen.


