
Epiphany 6January
2019
(Isaiah60:1-6;Ephesians3:1-12;Matthew2:1-12)

Well,Iwonderwhetherbylastnightyou had dutifullytaken down your
Christmasdecorations?!Itseemsthatthesedaysmanypeoplethinkthat
somehow itis‘bad luck’to leavetheChristmasdecorationsup beyond
‘twelfthnight’.

ButweknowthatthetwelfthdayofChristmasisthe‘EpiphanyoftheLord’–
and thatthe Christmas season lasts notfortwelve days butforty.
ChristmastidewillcontinueuntilthesecondofFebruary:Candlemas.Andso,
toleaveourdecorationsupistocontinuetocelebrate‘goodnewsofgreat
joy’!

TodayiswhenthegoodnewsoftheChristmasstoryreachesalevelofeven
greaterjoy.Youmayhavenoticedthatour‘WiseMen’whosinceChristmas
hadbeenhoveringinthechoirstalls–‘intheEast’–havenow takenup
residenceinourChristmasCrib.OurChristmasCribhasthereforebecomean
EpiphanyCrib!Yousee,the‘Magi’wereeducatedpeoplefrom outsideof
Israel.Theirvisitindicatedthatthebirthofthelong-awaitedMessiahwas
goodnewsnotexclusivelyfortheJewishnation,butforallnations.

DuringthefourweeksoftheEpiphanyseasonwewillbeseeingtheidentityof
JesusastheSonofGodandSaviourofallrevealedinavarietyofways.In
twoweeksforexample,wewillconsiderhisfirst‘sign’asdescribedinJohn’s
gospel:theturningofwaterinto wine.Bythissign,Johntellsus(with
deliberateprecision)thatJesus‘revealedhisglory’.

SowiththethemeofEpiphanybeingJesus’‘manifestationtothenations’the
Epiphanyseasonisatimeforusnotonlytocontinuecelebratingthegood
newsof‘Godwithus’butalsotobeprayingfortheworldwidemissionofhis
Church.

ThisisverymuchthefocusoftheannualWeekofPrayerforChristianUnity,
whichalwaysconcludes–purposely–onthetwenty-fifthofJanuary.Onthat
daywecommemoratetheConversionofStPaul,the‘ApostletotheGentiles’
(the ‘nations’).Here in Richmond we willmarkthe WeekofPrayerfor
ChristianUnitybyanecumenicalAgapeMeal,onWednesdaythe23rd of
Januaryat7pm –tobeheldintheTownHall.Docomeifyoucan:forfurther
detailspleaseseethePewSheet!

AndperhapsduringtheEpiphanyseasonwecanbeusingourheightened
awarenessofGodbeingwithustoreceiveany‘epiphanymoments’offeredto
us.An‘epiphanymoment’isdefinedas‘amomentofsuddenandgreat
revelation’.AnyonelookingonattheWiseMenvisitingJesuswouldhave
realisedthattherewassomethingextraordinaryaboutthisparticularchild.



Theretheywere:kingsfrom faraway,payinghomagetoamerechildwith
expensivegiftsofgold,frankincenseandmyrrh.

Everyday(and usuallyin rathersmallerways!)God yearnsto offerus
‘epiphanymoments’–assuringusnotonlyofhispresencewithusbutalso
hisinfiniteandunfailinglove.

Perhapsinyourfruit-bowlathomeyoustillhaveahazelnutleftoverfrom the
Christmasfestivities.Whenyoulookatit,rememberthatforthe14thcentury
mysticJulianofNorwichitwassomethingthissmallthattriggeredforhera
classicepiphanymoment.Shewasshownthatthehazelnuthadbeenmade
byGodhimself,andthathehadmadeitwithinfiniteandunfailinglove.

SuchalittlethinggavetoJulianandcangivetousdeeppeaceinthe
knowledgethatitwaswithsuchlovethatGodmadeher,andyou,andme,
andthewholeworld.Inthebirth,deathandresurrectionofJesusChristwe
areshown–ifweknowhowtosee–thatthistenderloveofGodforusis
simplyunlimited.

Inorderforustobeabletoseeaprofoundsignificanceinsomethingsmall
wehavetobeattentive;wehavetotakethetroubletoslowdownandtakein
whateverisofferedtous.

Forexample,wearemeanttonoticethatthevisitoftheWiseMentookplace
sometimeafterJesus’birth–whichcouldevenhavebeenafewyears!You
see,theirjourney from afarcountryintheEastcouldhavebeenataspeed
nofasterthantheircamelscouldwalk:3mph!

Anditisatabout3mphthathumanbeingswalk.Thinkaboutit.Jesus–God
inhumanform –wouldhavewalkedatthesamespeedastherestofus.Soa
‘suddenandgreatrevelation’wearebeingofferedhereisthatourGodis‘the
3mphGod’!

TheJapanesetheologianKosukeKoyamacoinedthatveryphrase:‘the3mph
God’.Koyamaconcludesthatthe‘speedofLove’is3mph–andheasksus
theprofoundquestion:ifwetravelfasterthanJesusthenwhoisitthatare
wefollowing?Crucially,heobserves,“therealityisthat,whentimeislove,
speedequalslessofit.TheloveofGodisinexorablyslow.Jesuswalked
slowly:lovetakestime.”

So,overthenextfourweeks,letusseeifwecanmakefriendswithtime
ratherthantrytoworkagainstit.Andlet’saim tospendtimewiththeGodof
Love,the3mphGod,askinghim toteachustoliveinhistime.

ThevisitoftheWiseMen–andalltheothereventswewillrecallduringthe
forthcomingEpiphanyseason–isabout‘themanifestationofGod’sglory’,of
God’sloveforallpeople.Intheseeventslet’sseeafreshthatinsendinghis



SonasoneofusGodwasshowingusthathewantstospendtimewithus.
Hisloveforusreallyisthatstrong,that‘inexorable’.Thinkoftheslow but
sure movementofa glacier:there’s no stopping it,and overtime it
transformsthelandscape.

InthestoryoftheWiseMen,justaswearemeanttonoticethesignificance
oftheirhaving come from a distantnation,oftheirbeing guided with
overwhelmingjoytotheplacewhereJesuswas,andofthesymbolism of
theirgiftsofgold,frankincenseandmyrrh(perhapsespeciallythemyrrh),we
aremeantalsotonoticethatasaresultoftheirencounterwiththeSonof
God,theyweretransformed:they‘returnedhomebyanotherroad’.

AsweseektofollowtheexampleoftheWiseMen,wemightaskGodtohelp
ustobecome‘wisepeople’too,usingthewordsofthisprayer:

SendWisdom forthfrom yourholyheavens,
from thethroneofyourglorysendher.
Thatshemaylabouratourside
andthatwemaylearnwhatispleasingtoyou.
Forsheknowsandunderstandsallthings,
shewillguideuswiselyinouractions,
andguarduswithherglory.

Amen.


